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Kyung Hee University School of Dentistry will hold the
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Subject Focus Summit on Dentistry
from April 4 to April 6, 2019 at the Kyung Hee University Grand
Peace Hall.

Celebrating its 50th year in 2017, the School of Dentistry made
remarkable progress since its inception and gracefully celebrated
its anniversary as a united institution. Furthermore, in an
effort to expand its horizons, the School of Dentistry began the
‘Improvement Project’. The project was put into practice with the
planning of a summit on the theme of ‘dental education of the
future’ as a practical means of realizing the value of the project.

QS was founded in 1989 by Nunzio Quacquarelli in the United
Kingdom and partnered with Matt Symonds in 1995 to launch
QS World MBA Tour. Headquartered in London, it evaluates

the rankings of world’s top universities’ bachelor's and master’s
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programs; in Korea, Chosun Ilbo and Joongang Ilbo publish QS's
world university rankings.

It evaluates 4,000 universities and 18,900 departments
around the world using six criteria; Academic Reputation
(reliability and academic achievements of the institution),
Employer Reputation (employers’ perception of the institution’s
graduates), Faculty/student Ratio (higher ratio allows for more
professional education and academic support), Citations per
Paper and Papers per Faculty, Proportion of International
Faculty and Proportion of International Students, and
Proportion of Inbound Exchange Students and Proportion of
Outbound Exchange Students.

It publishes world'’s top 50 universities that specialize in
dentistry; in 2017, the ranking consisted of the University of
Hong Kong (1st), Tokyo Medical and Dental University (3rd),
Seoul National University (25th), and Yonsei University (49th).
Kyung Hee University School of of Dentistry shares a similar
level of academic achievement with the top universities in Korea,
but its low reputation score serves as an obstacle to its ranking;
the school will hold the 2019 QS Subject Focus Summit to
overcome this obstacle.

QS had held meetings on various subjects with leading
universities in the world, but the subject of dentistry had yet
been covered. The meeting discussed unique mixture of dental
science and clinical studies in the rapidly changing era of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution. On January 5, 2018, Mandy Mok,
Chief Executive Officer of QS Asia held the first meeting on the
subject of QS Subject Focus Summit on Dentistry with Park
Young-Guk, dean of the School of Dentistry (acting president),
Kwon Oh-Byung, director of policy, and other members of
the Improvement Project. On January 15, 2018, the details of
the QS Subject Focus Summit on Dentistry were shared at a
meeting of the School of Dentistry professors and on the same
week, Park Young-Guk, dean of the School of Dentistry (acting
president), Kwon Kung-Rock, deputy director of the School of
Dentistry, and Kwon Oh-Byung, director of policy, visited QS
Asia’s headquarters in Singapore and held a meeting to exchange
information and prepare for the signing the contract.

Thereafter, following Professor Kwon Kung-Rock’s

HELPERS 5
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appointment as the 15th dean of the School of Dentistry, the
Improvement Project was renamed to the ‘Future Innovation
Business Committee’ under the supervision of Kwon Kung-Rock,
dean of the School e of Dentistry, and Auh Q-Schick, deputy
dean of the School of Dentistry, and all of its members gathered
in March 5, 2018 and held a kick-Off meeting in preparation of
the event. On July 23, 2018, QS headquarters and Kyung Hee
University School of Dentistry signed an MOU for the hosting
of the QS Subject Focus Summit on Dentistry and the event was
confirmed to be held at Kyung Hee University Grand Peace Hall
from April 4 to April 6, 2019.

Progress was swift once the details of the event were finalized.
Biweekly meetings were held and preparations for the event
continued; in addition, the Korean and English websites were
redesigned and various promotional materials (brochures and
promotional videos) were produced. Going beyond preparing
for a one-off event, our efforts have focused on building public
relations infrastructure for globalization befitting of a dental
school that has celebrated its 50th year.

On August 14, 2018, Park Young-Guk, acting president, Kwon
Kung-Rock, dean of the School of Dentistry, and Auh Q-Schick,
deputy dean of the School of Dentistry, held a Future Innovation
Business Committee general meeting. During the meeting, Park
Young-Guk, acting president, stated, “A goal without plan is
just a wish.” and “Duty of universities is to ensure that all of its
members, including its students, graduates, professors, and other
employees are proud of their university.” and thus he expressed
his wish for the Future Innovation Business Committee success
in its efforts to innovate into the future.

To ensure the event’s success, all available time was spent
on actively promoting the world’s first ‘QS Subject Focus
Summit’ on dentistry. As part of the public relations activities,
an MOU was signed with the objective of fostering student
exchange programs and joint researches with dental schools and
universities in Southeast Asian countries and around the world.
Furthermore, QS Wow News was used, which is a medium
aimed at universities around the world delivering the latest
news about education. It gathers news from around the world

on university education and academic research, then publishes
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its newsletters four times a year. Research achievements such as
Kyung Hee University School of Dentistry’s Professor Ahn Hyo-
Won and her peers’ ‘Nano-materials on thermoplastic polymer
for durability and antibacterial function’ and Professor Kwon
Yong-Dae and Professor Lee Sang-Cheon and his peers’ ‘A leap
for future implant dentistry’ were introduced in 2018 issues of
QS Wow News.

‘Changing Paradigm in Dental Education for Future
Excellence’ was selected as the theme of the meetings to express
the importance of presenting and preparing for the future of
dental education in the rapidly changing world. The theme of
individual tracks was scheduled as follows: Track 1. Innovative
Education in Dentistry, Track 2. Leading Edge Research
Fostering Dental-Medical Scientists, and Track 3. Future
Professionalism for Humanism.

Leading dentistry scholars around the world have been invited
to speak. The first track on April 5th consists of lectures on Seoul
National University’s Professor Lee Sang-Mook’s ‘Existence and
meaning’, Taiwan’s National Yang-Ming University’s Professor
Allen Hsu's ‘Together, we can go further’, Australia’s University
of Sydney’s Professor Heiko Spallek’s ‘Why is innovation so
hard in dentistry?’, Malaysia's Teknologi MARA University’s

Professor Dato’ Dr Mohamed Ibrahim Abu Hassan'’s ‘Innovative

HELPERS 7
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education in Dentistry’, United States’ University of Arizona’s
Professor Robert M. Trombly’s ‘Innovations in dental education
to graduate dentists for today and tomorrow’, in addition
to a special lecture by Pyongyang University of Science and
Technology's Professor Lee Byung-Moo.

The second track consists of lectures on Malaysia’s University
of Malaya’s Professor Dato’ Dr Zainal Ariff Bin Abdul Rahman’s
‘Promoting Translational Research for Sustainability’, Seoul
National University’s Professor Han Jung-Suk's ‘How can we
cope with new integrated research trends?’, and Hong Kong
University's Professor Chun-Hung Chu’s ‘Attitude and awareness
towards medical-dental collaboration in Hong Kong'. The last
track consists of lectures on New Zealand’s University of Otago’s
Professor Alison Rich’s ‘Humanism and professionalism in
dental education in New Zealand’, Japan’s Tohoku University’s
Professor Hiroshi Egusa’s ‘Endeavors of Tohoku University for
advancing dental education and research’, Thailand’s Mahidol
University's Professor Dr Waranun Buajeeb’s ‘Interprofessional
education: Shared learning for humanism’, and Indonesia’s
Gadjah Mada University’s Professor Dr Ika Dewi Ana’s ‘The role
of dentistry for the economic growth and nation sovereignty: A
challenge for dental research and education in Indonesia’. These
lectures will stimulate discussions on innovative directions
dentistry’s pedagogy may take in the future.

QS Subject Focus Summit on Dentistry will be a platform

for the dean of dental schools around the world to attend
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and discuss the future of dental education and acknowledge

each other’s similarities, thus allowing Kyung Hee University

School of Dentistry to take a leading role in the development of

dentistry. In addition, by establishing a friendly relationship with

QS, factors which may be disadvantageous to the rankings will be

managed, and we will be able to expect an increase in the status

of the school as a result.

Furthermore, the year-long preparation for the three-day

event will be a chance for all the professors to come together

and showcase their capabilities and serve as a starting point for

clarifying the vision of the dental school and reaching out to the

world as a university of the future.

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY
KYUNG HEE UNIVERSITY

TOWARDS GLOBAL E
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— A retrospective study of traumatic dental injuries in
primary dentition: treatment outcomes of splinting.
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— Effects of intramuscular morphine in men and women
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